The Stranger Review Questions

1. What is Thomas Perez’s relationship with Maman?

2. In chapter 1, how do they reach the church? How long does it take? How is the casket transported?

3. What are Meursault’s thoughts of the burial?

4. In chapter 2, what does Meursault choose to do on Sunday? What does this demonstrate about his character/personality?

5. What does Meursault mean when he says, “It occurred to me….really, nothing had changed.”? (See last sentence on page 24 for clarification).

6. Who is Raymond Sintes? What is “the word around the neighborhood” regarding Raymond?

7. What prompted Raymond to beat his girlfriend “till she bled”?

8. What does Meursault do for Raymond to have Ray say, “Now you’re a pal, Meursault.”?

9. In chapter 4, What happens to Salamano’s dog?

10. How does Salamano react?

11. In chapter 5, where/who does Ray invite to spend Sunday together?

12. What opportunity does Meursault’s boss offer?

13. In chapter 5, what offer does Marie propose?

14. In your opinion, is Meursault’s behavior normal regarding his job and his girlfriend? Why/why not?

15. What explanation can you offer as to why Meursault follows the woman from Celeste’s?

16. In chapter 5, during a brief discussion between Salamano and Meursault, what new information does Salamano convey about Meursault’s Maman?

17. Who is Masson? How often is he here?

18. In chapter 6, what do the three men see on the beach?

19. On page 53, what is symbolic about Meursault’s statement, “The blazing sand looked red to me now.”?

20. What does Raymond consider doing to the Arabs?

21. On page 57, Meursault returns to the beach by himself. Camus uses symbolism when he states “There was the same dazzling red glare,” and “With every blade of light…” In your opinion, what is being inferred?

22. When Meursault encounters the lone Arab, he is once again overcome by the sun’s heat. What event does the heat force him to recall?

23. What occurs to “shatter the harmony” of Meursault’s Day?

24. On page 59 (last sentence), what is meant by “it was like knocking four quick times on the door of unhappiness.”? Explain briefly.

25. In chapter 1 part II, what question does the attorney feel compelled to ask?

26. How many times did Meursault fire his revolver?

27. The magistrate becomes frustrated with Meursault. What does he retrieve from his filing cabinet?

28. What’s the BIG question the magistrate finally asks Meursault?

29. On page 70, Meursault says, “I thought about it for a minute and said that more than sorry I felt kind of annoyed.”  Does Meursault have a conscience? Why or why not?
30. In a sense, what item was more difficult for Meursault to lose than his freedom?

31. On page 79, Meursault states that having “a memory” is “an advantage.” Briefly explain.

32. The last sentences on page 81 refer to Meursault’s mother’s funeral and to what nights in prison are like. In your opinion, is there a connection between the two?
33. In chapter 2, what is the significance of the newspaper story about the Czechoslovakian family?  What does Meursault’s fascination and perspective about this event reveal about his outlook on life?   
34. In chapter 3 part II, What is Meursault’s first impression of the jury?

35. How does the prosecutor attempt to prove that Meursault has no conscience?

36. What is the prosecutor implying when he questions Raymond? (refers to “chance” numerous times.)

37. In chapter 4 part II, what penalty does the prosecutor ask of the jury?

38. What is Meursault’s sentence? In your opinion, is his reaction normal?

39. According to Meursault, why is witnessing an execution so important?

40. When Meursault’s situation finally “sinks in”, what are the two things he always thinks about?

41. Meursault shows no respect for religion or the priest. Give one example of this.

42. Why does Meursault wish that a large crowd of spectators greet him with cries of hate at his execution?

43. Explain how intense heat plays an important role in the plot.

44. Meursault is described as a “social monster.” Do you agree with this assessment – explain why.

45. Explain the absurd elements of Meursault’s trial and sentence.

46. What gives Meursault a sense of peace and calm at the end of the book?

47. Does Meursault change? Speculate upon how Meursault’s development (or lack thereof) reflects the themes of the book.

48. Discuss any symbolism in the book.

49. Discuss the type and nature of Meursault’s relationships

50. What motivates Meursault? Use specific examples from the book.

51. What, if any, are Meursault’s redeeming qualities?

52. Imagery plays a major role in developing theme and characterization. Particularly evident are images of: sun, light, heat; sea, water; evening, moonlight; silence and sound; dizziness and sleep. Select one or two of these images and discuss their relationship to theme and or characterization.

53. Camus is satirical of various aspects of modern society. Identify several of these targets of satire, and explain how they underscore the theme of absurdity.

54. Writers often highlight the values of a culture or a society by using a character who is alienated from that culture or society. Discuss Meursault’s alienation and how it reveals the surrounding society’s assumptions and moral values.

55. Explain why Meursault, the protagonist, is an absurd anti-hero.

56. What is Meursault’s key antagonist?

57. Explain the Absurd elements of Meursault’s trial and sentence.

