“Learning to Read”     Malcolm X    p 245

1. This passage can best be described as

a. A chronological sequence of events

b. A series of personal anecdotes

c. A diatribe (critical attack) exposing racism in America, particularly in the education system

d. An explanation of how the speaker gained an education

e. A study of the teachings of Elijah Muhammad and their influence on history

2. What is Malcolm X’s main purpose in describing the character “Bimbi” in the opening paragraph 4?

a. To illustrate the speaker’s competitive spirit

b. To establish a motivation for the speaker’s actions

c. To contrast the speaker’s own skills with those of a rival

d. To indicate the importance of having a person to emulate

e. To indicate the source of the speaker’s knowledge

3. Paragraph 11 contains all of the following EXCEPT:

a. A direct acknowledgement of the audience
b. First person perspective
c. A detached attitude
d. Irony

e. Retrospective point of view

4. The principal attitude shift of the excerpt is from

a. Dullness to brilliance

b. Anger to compassion

c. Disbelief to faith

d. Denial to acceptance

e. Ignorance to knowledge

5. Which of the following sentences supports the concept of personal determination that Malcolm X establishes in this passage?

a. “When I just skipped those words, of course, I really ended up with little idea of what the book said”  (paragraph 4)

b. “Over and over, aloud to myself, I read my own handwriting” (paragraph 8)

c. “You couldn’t have gotten me out of books with a wedge” (paragraph 11)

a. I only

b. II only

c. III only

d. II and III only

e. I, II,and III

6. Which of the following organizational methods (called rhetorical modes) is/are primarily used in this excerpt?

I. Cause and effect

II. Analysis of a process
III. Description

IV. Narration

a. I only

b. I and II only

c. II and III only

d. I, II, and III

e. I, II, III, and IV

7. Which of the following best describes the author’s tones or attitudes in this passage?

a. Bitter and prejudiced

b. Hopeless and defeated
c. Sincere and determined

d. Condescending and defensive
e. Emotional and empowered
Answer the following discussion questions:

1. Write about a situation in which an effort to confine you ended up liberating you, or an instance when you could not change a situation, so you accepted it and changed how you responded to the situation.

2. How did the process by which Malcolm X learned to read differ from the typical way people learned to read?  What else did he teach himself while he taught himself to read?

3. Compare and contrast the process by which Malcolm X educated himself to that of traditional methods of education.  In what ways might it be superior?  In what ways might it be inferior?

4. This excerpt contains some strong viewpoints and connotative, emotional language.  Pick two examples and analyze the effect these examples had on you personally.  How did you react to his claims of African history and the “white” races?
5. The middle section of this excerpt contains references (allusions) to various historical, philosophical, and scientific texts.  Briefly analyze these references and how they affect the impact of Malcolm X’s message.  How do these allusions help him make his point?  
